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r. Jin Young Choi (married name Jin Young
D Kim), a distinguished scholar and professor of

English Literature, passed away peacefully on
Sunday, September 7th 2025 in New York City at the age
of eighty-eight. She was a trailblazer and devoted wife to
the love of her life, Jung Ju (JJ) Kim, who passed away
18 years ago. She is immediately survived by her three
children, Caroline, Sharon, and Eric; her five grandchildren,
Cameron, Kai, Charlotte, Izzy, and Nico; her two younger
brothers, Dr. Jin Kook Choi and Jin Seh Choi, and younger
sister Dr. In Young Choi, as well as numerous nieces, nephews,
sons- and daughter-in-law, and extended family.

Jin Young had a remarkable and accomplished life that
took her from Korea to the United States for her education,
back to her motherland in Korea, where she thrived both
academically and professionally, and ultimately, a return to
New York City with J] to retire and spend more time with
their children and grandchildren.

Jin Young was born in Manchuria on March 29, 1937 to
In Bong Choi and Kang Sook Hyung, a family of fierce
and dedicated Korean Independence fighters who had
moved to Manchuria during the Japanese colonization of
Korea. She was the oldest of eight children. After Korea
gained independence from Japan in 1945, Jin Young and
her family moved to Korea when she was 8 years old, only
to have her family torn apart by the Korean War in 1950.
She never forgot the unfortunate loss of two of her younger
siblings during this war, among other tragedies caused by
the subsequent poverty.

From very early childhood, Jin Young was a precocious
child and voracious reader, and although most of her
family’s fortunes were decimated by the war, Jin Young was
driven to succeed academically. She worked after school to

JINYOUNG CHOLI

support her six siblings and still finished at the top of her
classes. She was accepted to the country’s top university,
Seoul National University, majoring in English Literature.
At Seoul National, she eventually graduated as Class
Marshall,the top student in her entire class.

During this time, one of the most significant relationships
that changed the course of her life was working with

Dr. Frank Schofield, a British-born Canadian veterinarian,
missionary, and famous Korean independence activist

(he is the only foreigner buried in the patriotic cemetery
at the Seoul National Cemetery). Jin Young formed a deep
bond with Dr. Schofield as his assistant and interpreter
and the two of them stayed in touch many years after

his retirement and up until his death. After graduation,
Jin Young worked at the English newspaper in Korea, The
Korea Herald, as one of the few bilingual Korean reporters
at the time, even reporting from the Demilitarized Zone
(DMZ) which was unheard of for a young, female
Korean reporter. While continuing to work with

Dr. Schofield, Jin Young was not only accepted to the
Master’s program of English literature at the University

of North Carolina-Chapel Hill, she also became the first
female Fulbright Scholar from Korea to study abroad.

Arriving in North Carolina in 1961, Jin Young met someone
who would become one of her most significant relationships,
Jung Ju (J]) Kim, a fellow Korean student studying in North
Carolina. JJ, who was studying architecture at neighboring
North Carolina State, was an ambitious, smart, handsome,
and gregarious student who quickly became enamored with
Jin Young. The two dated and on September 4, 1963, Jin
Young and J] happily married at a small chapel in Raleigh,
North Carolina. After receiving her Masters degree in
English Jin Young taught literature at St. Augustin College
as well as Catawba College. It was also during this time that

Graduation from SNU, 1959 Reporting from the DMZ for Korea Republic, 1960 Flying to US as a Fulbright Scholar, 1961
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Marrying JJ Kim, Raleigh, NC, 1963

they welcomed their two daughters, Caroline and Sharon.
In 1969, Jin Young and J] moved to New York City where
JJ was studying to receive his Master’s degree in Architecture
from Columbia University. In 1970, Jin Young and

JJ moved to Ann Arbor, Michigan where J] had been
acceptedinto the PhD program at the University of
Michigan’s School of Architecture. There they welcomed
their third child, Eric.

After J] finished his PhD at Michigan, the family moved
back to North Carolina, this time to Charlotte, but after
only one year, Jin Young and JJ were presented with a life
changing opportunity. As US educated academics, they
were both offered teaching positions at Chung Ang
University in their respective fields. Although both had not
been able to return to Korea for over 15 years, it was not an
easy decision as they had 3 young children to consider.
But the opportunity was too good to pass up, and in 1976,
Jin Young and JJ made the leap to return to Korea.

She was a popular tenured professor for 27 years and taught a
wide-variety of courses, particularly 20th Century American
fiction, to both undergraduate and graduate students, whom

she mentored both inside and outside the classroom. While

teaching, Jin Young also pursued her PhD and became the

e

With her three children, their spouses and her five grandchildren

With her graduate students, Chung Ang University, 1998

Mom'’s last Christmas, 2024

first person to receive a doctorate in English Literature from
Seoul National University. Jin Young’s academic career
thrived and she ultimately rose to become the Chair and
Dean of Women Students of the English Department and
Editor-in-Chief for the campus paper, The Chung Ang
Herald. She was a visiting professor at Harvard University
in 1983 and conducted research at Yale University under a
second Fulbright Scholarship in 1992.

Jin Young was incredibly active in many literary organizations
during her career, serving as President of the following
organizations: The PEN Club of Korea, The Korean American
Society, The American Fiction Society, The Hawthorne
Society, The Steinbeck Society, The American Studies
Association of Korea, and The Korean Association of
English Language and Literature. In addition, she was

a syndicated international columnist for The Korea
Herald (her columns were eventually published as a book
compilation). She was a part-time instructor for the
Republic of Korea’s national training institute for foreign
diplomats and business leaders for over twenty years.

In addition to translating several works of both English
and American authors into Korean, she was also an
accomplished published author of many books and papers
on English and American novels. Upon her retirement

in 2002, she was granted Professor Emeritus of English
Literature at Chung Ang University.

In 2003, with J]’s health in decline, Jin Young and J]
returned to New York City to retire and be closer to their
children and grandchildren. During her last 22 years, she
continued to translate Korean literature for English-speaking
audiences, lectured occasionally at The Korea Society,
enjoyed New York City culture, saw former students and
classmates in the area, and spent time with her family.

She was deeply loved and admired and will be deeply
missed by all.

Orbituary by Sharon Gibbons (2nd daugher)

~
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