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Korean Cultural Characteristics
Observed during the Golden Club Picnic
Event

B Kunsook Song Bernstein (Nursing, 66)

I had two reasons in my decision to persuade my husband
(Steve) who is a Caucasian to attend the recent Golden Club
picnic with me: 1) Be acquainted to the Golden Club members,
especially some of them who planned to go the Korea tour this
September since we will join the group, and 2) Be familiar with
unique culture formed by retired Seoul National University
(SNU) alumni group. So, when I was asked to write a column
for the Golden Club Newsletter, I asked Steve what was his

& experience and impression of the picnic. He said, “Well, it’s

same with Hassidic Jewish culture, men and women always
sit at the separate tables and mingle with only men with men
and women with women. Here Koreans are doing the same.”
Other than that, he found people were kind in general and was
impressed by some of the members who approached him to
say a hello.

I noticed that there were many wives of the male members
but did not see any husbands of the female members except
Steve at the picnic. This is customary practice within Korean
culture, not necessarily within the Golden Club. Regardless,
since | joined the Golden Club and attended the mostly Golf
outings, I found myself feel like being HOME (21 8}) starting
this picnic. I found myselfrelaxed and joined the group games.
Then I started to notice many members’ dedication to activities
that made the picnic successful: Preparing. Cooking, Serving,
Moderating, managing games, playing a music instrument ...
The most memorable image was how everyone worked with
care and dedication. For example, a female member*, from
the beginning to the end of the picnic, unceasingly cooking,
serving, making sure that everyone had enough food and be
content was truly exemplary. Of course, I do not need to
comment on the leader* of Golden Club anything here since
everyone knows his dedication and commitment. Still, his
attention on well-being of each one of more-senior Golden
Club members was an example of the best of Korean respect
of elders.

Note: Persons marked with * in the text were addressed in
real name in the original text. However, they declined to be
addressed as such.
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Frank Sinatra -- Voice of the 20th Century

FRANK SINATRA, a skinny, under-
nourished looking Italian kid from
Hoboken, NJ became the most celebrated
popular Singer/Entertainer of the 20th
Century. It is quite a remarkable story.
He was born in 1915 and died 1988
at the age of eighty-two of which he
had a well over 50 years of career as
singer and movie actor. He was one of
the bestselling music artists of all time,
having sold an estimated 150 million
records worldwide. Unlike most of the
50's singers who faded away when new
music genres emerged, he maneuvered
his singing style such a way that he not
only survived but also surpassed all of
them --- Rock’n’roll, Elvis Presley, Beatles, Rolling Stone,
Michael Jackson, Disco, what have you.

o

SINATRA was greatly influenced by the intimate, easy-
listening vocal style of Bing Crosby and began his music
career with the swing era of the big band. While Sinatra
never learned how to read music, he worked extremely hard
to improve his abilities in all aspect of music. A perfectionist,
renowned for his unique sense of style and performing
presence. After Sinatra's death, American Music critics called
him "The Greatest Singer of the 20th Century.” His artistry
stems from his fine, natural understanding of music. He also
had far more voice than people think he had. He had a very
tender Baritone sound delivered in the lyrical perfection in
the form of an art of intimacy. When people listen to his
music, it feels like he is whispering a love story in music
with his diction becoming " precise and meticulous". His
timing was impeccable, according to music critics, allowing
him "toy with the rhythm of a melody, bringing excitement
to lyrics" while play it all the way through seemingly without
breathing with his own exceptional breath control.

In the 50's, Sinatra transformed from a fragile gentle boy
balladeer of the 40's to a virile adult mature voice with a
sense of Happiness and Hurt. Collaboration with a few
renowned arrangers such as Nelson Riddle, Sinatra delivered
many of his recording studio masterpieces with the billboard
number one tag. Even when his voice began to deteriorate,

=S (ST

he was able to perform a few great songs such as "Stranger
in the Night", "My Way" & "New York, New York". He
also had a great film career in Hollywood performing not
only in the music films but also acting in the dramatic role
such as "Sgt. Maggio" in "From here to Eternity" in which
he won Oscar Award. He also had side show called "Rag
Pack" in Las Vegas with his side kicks, Dean Martin &
Sammy Davis Jr, romping around with music and comedies.
It helped establishing Vegas from dusty place to the Casino /
Entertainment Capital.

Sinatra had turbulent personal life. His fiery temper got
into many confrontations. He had scandalous relationship
with Ava Gardner and young Mia Farrow. At times, he was
suspected of close ties to mobsters. He was quite active in
politics spanning from FDR to JFK & Reagan. He was also
very generous with his financial supports to many causes.
His legacy stems from his unique stylistic ability to capture
an audience, delivering lyrics as if telling a story musically
with the rare combination of voice and showmanship. He was
honored many times and many places including "Presidential
Medal of Freedom" in 1985.

An Italian boy from Hoboken made all the way to become
the "top Icon of his profession" -- An American Story !
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