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Shenandoah National Park camping
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Prejudicial American Golf Journalism on the Asian Golf

It felt like a breath of fresh air after a month-long
ugly news of the recent Asian-American racial crime
violence. Of course, I am talking about the thrilling
Hidecki Matsuyama's historic Masters victory in his
10th Masters appearances, claiming a one-shot victory
in the 85th TMT. He is the first Japanese to win a
major championship in professional golf and created a
hysterical sensation in the land of Japan in the year of
the Tokyo Olympics with an intriguing idea of lighting
the Olympic cauldron, possibly with tennis major
champion Naomi Osaka.

In their haste to keep up with media frenzy, American
golf pundits including Tiger Woods proclaimed that
his win would impact the entire world of golf. They
described the Nation of Japan as the epicenter of Asian
golf, ignoring intentionally or otherwise, to mention the
immense influence brought upon by Korea, Thailand,
Taiwan and China beside Japan in the professional
golf's global stages.

This is where I have an issue. There's no denying
that Japanese were the trailblazers in the PGA such
as Aoki & Ozaki brothers with modest success in the
PGA tours. Shigeki Maruyama had 3 PGA wins. Until
the Matsuyama's Maters win, the Koreans had much
greater success starting with K.J. Choi. During the
entire week of Masters, [ haven't heard the name of Y.E.
YANG. The first Asian man to win a major in PGA. He
won the 2009 PGA Championship beating a guy named
Tiger Woods, head-to-head, coming from behind, on
the 72nd final hole. During the Masters, ignoring Yang's
name gave an impression of Matsuyama's win as the
first Major win by Asian man. On the top of that, their
enthusiastic praise of Kijitani's Women's Armature win
and Shibuno's 2019 British Open as the greatest Asian

Hidecki Matsuyama

= (SH57)

Women's golf moments are a sheer nonsense compared
to the total dominance of Korean women in the LPGA.

How one can forget, in 1998 US Women's Open, then
20-year-old unknown Se Ri Pak, was in contention for
the major title, took off her socks, plunged into to the
creek to whack at the ball plugged in embankment, and
go on to win the championship in the playoff? That win
triggered a Tsunami of women's golf in Korea and the
rest of Asia.

In the large context of global golf, the credit should
be given to the events and the individuals who deserve
them. I may have been too sensitive on this issue to
diminish the impact of Matsuyama's Masters title. That's
not my intention. Contrarily, I am immensely impressed
and proud of his achievement. Judging by his demeanor
and perseverance near the end, I became a huge fan of
him.

"Congratulations Hidecki", you made me a very proud
Asian.

Y.E Yang @ 2009 PGA Championship

~
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- 5d 129(+) |Hiking
54 199() | 53] EA SIS -Wallkill 405F7}
621 62 10¥(%) |Golf Outing - Philip J. Rottela Golf Club
62 179 (%) |Picnic - Rockland State Park
. 79 89 (%) |Golf Outing
7€ 229(5) Hiking or BHEd, AlEH, f4A &
o | 88 5¥(5) |Golf Outing
8 8 19¢(%) [BBQ Outing
. | 9899 |Golf Outing
e 94 222(5) |Hiking
10 6¥(+) |53 FAZZ3
10¢
10 21¥(&) |Hiking or Picnic
118 | 11€ 4¥(%) |Golf Outing
128 | 128 49(8) (583 93
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OIS (917-494-0223)
SE1 (646-342-2667)

J

BUA 24 SNUAA 44 Macintyre Lane, Allendale, NJ 07401
(T) 201-965-7759 (E) jaypkim@keiusa.com

Email:

0z

T
(18
i
t

=

o

[e]

=-




