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The Samurai invasion -

The Impact of Japanese Baseball Talent to American
Major League Baseball (MLB)

e (SH57)

The biggest buzz of post pandemic 2021 MLB season is
the awesome baseball talent display of Shohei Ohtani,
a young Japanese phenom with impressive size (6'-5").
He came to America in 2018 to play for LA Angels as a
pitcher as well as a hitter. Since Babe Ruth in the early
1920s, no one has played as a two-way player until
Ohtani. Although Ohtani is uniquely talented, he rides a
long line of successful Japanese MLB trailblazers.

Baseball had been a uniquely American sport. Until 1947
when Jackie Robinson joined the Brooklyn Dodgers,
MLB had been the domain of the white race. Black
players had to play in the segregated Negro League.
Unlike soccer, baseball wasn't a global sport, except in
a few countries in Northeast Asia (Japan, Korea), the
Caribbean Islands and Central America.

Jackie Robinson opened flood gate of talented black
players and MLB gradually began to search for the
jewels of players from the regions of the Caribbean
Islands. Yet it took almost two decades after J. Robinson,
a Japanese player finally came to the United States.

M. Murakami, in 1964, was the first player in the MLB.
He played as a relief pitcher for the San Francisco
Giants. But the door really opened 30 years later when
Hideo Nomo signed with the LA Dodgers in 1995. Soon
more than half a dozen Japanese players followed to the
US, all were Pitchers.

But the most significant transitions were the signings
of Ichiro Suzuki, the first position player (non-pitcher)
with the Seattle Mariners in 2001 and slugger Hidecki
Matsui with the NY Yankees in 2003. Ichiro had a Hall
of Fame worthy of career in the MLB with Rookie of
the year and MVP, producing more than 3,000 MLB
hits before retirement. Matsui, aka Godzilla, had huge
impact to Yankees, including MVP performance during
the 2009 World Series. However, until now, the majority
of 63 players from Japan who played in the MLB are
pitchers, stating with Hideo Nomo, followed by such as
Masahiro Tanaka, Yu Darvish and many others.

Finally, the whole baseball world was excited to the
expectation of the arrival of the superhero from Japan
to the biggest stage of MLB. The baseball pundits called
him "A once in a lifetime player" equating him with
"The greatest player of all time - Babe Ruth".

Shohei Ohtani is born in Japan in 1994 (27 years old),
6'-5" tall, 210 Ibs two-way player, just like Babe Ruth
(the last two-way player in MLB ). He debuted in MLB
for LA Angels in 2018. After 2 seasons of Pandemic
years, he finally displayed his awesome talents in this
year. At the moment he is leading the league with 44
homers (many of them are 450 footers). He had 9 game
winning pitching stretch. Some of his pitches are well
over 100 miles per hour. He has an almost unhittable
late breaking split-finger pitch.

It sure looks like one of the most memorable seasons
for Ohtani. As a baseball fan, I hope that he is free from
major injuries and has many more seasons like this year
and a long outstanding MLB career.
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