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Generation Gap and Parenthood of Korean American Parent

Recently I got a phone call from
my 40-year-old son with a sincere
apology for his childhood behavior
that caused me heartache. Evidently
his 4-year-old son who just learned
to ride a bicycle declared that he
would like to ride a motorcycle
when he grew up, which shocked
my son with disbelief and intense
anxiety. Then he realized that he
did the same to his mother (me)
when he was in college, and I tried
to convince him to get rid of the
motorcycle without success. Now
my son is a father of three children
(6, 4 and 2). He understands what
his parents went through when he was young,

and has decided to apologize for his childhood
rebellious behaviors. My husband and I got a good
laugh out of the phone call.

also cultural gaps since Korean Americans are still
embedded heavily with Confucianism philosophy

that emphasizes ethics and morals (at least I am). I
came to the US in 1972, two years after graduating

-

Similar but different notion, I can

also share a memorable episode with
my daughter’s request to pierce her
eyebrow during high school. She
claimed at the time that she could have
done it without asking me first, but did
not wish to upset me, so she asked. By
the way, she is a lawyer and came to
think of it and had great negotiating

I am content with
choices I have made
with my own values
and beliefs, and what
feels right for me as

individual, mother, and
immigrant.

™ the college. Similar to many of Korean
Americans who came to the US in 1970
or earlier, my values and beliefs are
locked in the same social norms when I
left Korea.

Living in the American individualistic
culture for the last 48 years, I still find
myself holding on to “obligations to
fulfill moral and family responsibilities.”

skills early on. Anyway, my response
to her at the time was “not while living under my
roof. But when you go to college, you can pierce
your eyebrow since you are considered an adult.”
She waited till she got into the college and pierced
her eyebrows. However, she took the eyebrow ring
off when she went for the first job interview with
the Supreme Court judge, and that was the end of
eyebrow ring.

I am sure that many of the Golden Club members
who are parents and grandparents can share similar
episodes of generation gaps with their children.
However, I found myself as Korean American
parent, there are not only generation gaps but

" These deeply rooted values are embedded
in my parenthood and are knowingly or unknowingly
transmitted down to my children’s values and beliefs.
Here is someone who may disagree with me who
claims in his book that, “In an individualistic culture,
the best life is the freest life. Spiritual formation
happens in freedom, not within obligation.” (David
Brook, 2019. The Second Mountain — The Quest for a
Moral Life).

In my golden age, I do not find that there is an
absolute right or wrong way of living life, instead I
am content with choices I have made with my own
values and beliefs, and with what feels right for me as
an individual, mother and immigrant. ©
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CITIZEN TRUMP

I heard a few excerpts from a
book written by Mary Trump,
the niece of Donald Trump,
which is to be published soon. I
wish Orson Welles is still alive,
because he would have a source
for the perfect Sequel to his
1941 landmark movie CITIZEN
KANE. What I hear from the
book by Ms. Trump brings
eerie chilling similarities of the
main character of the Welles'
masterpiece.

CITIZEN KANE is considered
by many to be the greatest
movie ever made. The quasi-
biographical film examines the
life of Charles Foster Kane,
directed and played by Welles as
Kane, a character based in part
upon the American newspaper
magnet William Randolph Hearst.
ROSEBUD, the last word by
Kane in his dying bed, is still
enigmatic. Some movie critics

suggested that "it is the emblem of

the innocence of childhood, which
a man can spend his lifetime
seeking to regain." The movie
loops though time by flashing
back. Kane is not self-made

man just like Trump. He had his
wealth handed to him. He grew
up under a harshly domineering
mother (Trump's case, it is his
father) and was sent to boarding
school, and it was a beginning

of Kane's life trajectory with
childhood emotional scar. Never
an underdog, he was haughty,
impulsive, charismatic and had
many touches of genius. He struck
a gold in publishing business with
the mass media manipulation

that was an early example of the
power of the media conglomerates

Murdoch. He married the
president daughter and dabbled
with politics. He also flaunted
with other women. Progressively
he began to sacrifice his ideals

to build his financial empire
while losing his friendship

and ultimately lost everything
including his integrity brought on
by "Lust for Power & Wealth".
He isolated himself behind
Xanadu, a massive Castle
(Hearst's San Simeon, Trump's
Mar Largo & Trump Tower)
where he became a captive until
his death. Kane lacks the one
thing he cannot buy -- LOVE.
Welles' conception of Kane is

a man who had every material
advantage in life, but who lacked
a Feeling of Human Sympathy
and Tolerance. It is a Story of
Spiritual Failure. FAMILIAR?

Now Orson Welles is not around,
he is long gone a few decades
ago. My second choice would
be Martin Scorsese who directed
"Taxi Driver", "Raging Bull" and
many other acclaimed movies.
He is a master of portraying
many flawed personalities --
lives of tortured, violent, guilt-
ridden characters with a raw
rages & jealousy. His life-long
collaborator, Robert De Niro,
would be a perfect fit to play
Donald Trump. @
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